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METOEATHY
F, 7. Thonites

Frodrik Purville Thwelies wos dorn in Maddzon, Wiaeconsin Decenber
23, 1883, BHe was a near~victim of tho grest diptheria eplismic of those
days and his health was poor for mamy ysers afterwsrd as a result, Ho |
a4d not sttend sghool mntil aboub 10 yasrs of 2ze and later ﬁiased mach
tinma 4in schoel. Pvenis which torned him toward geolesy incluled a boat
trip down the Ohie River in 1894, a trip through Barope incluidng
Switzerland in 1897, 2 trip throush ¥orwsy in 1802, aai a gamping trip ]9
through Yellowstene Fark in 1903, 7From these expedltions he became in-
torested in land forma end geolozy inm gemeral, In 1804 a sumner Job in <1
western Xensas introduesd Thunitss to rroblems i.n groumd water genlogy &nd
dvelomment. | _

On grafuation from the University eof ¥ismconsin inm 1206 the only 273
Job offercd wes with a privately finoweced expleration party iz fansda under
the indirect charze of €., K. Leith., This work insluded survsying in thas
Cobalt Distriet of Ontarie followed by a masmetic survey of possidle dron
forn=tiona vest of Sndbnry.r York was dizcontimped on sceount of ths 4li-
ress of the assistant at orders from the hoad of another Leith prrty.

The fieli soazem of 1907 was devotad %o aselating the late ¥lldap 8. L+
Alden of the U, 3. foelogienl Survey in his stndies of the Fleistocons of
Visconsin, In 1908 Thumites received his Masters Degrase st the University 257
of YWiseonsin, The summer wos spent in work for Semuel ¥eldmpen of the Wis-
couéin Goological jurvey, again mainly on the Fleistocene. Instsad of
returning to school, work for the State Survay was sontimed an? resulted
in a neov peologieal map 61“ wisconzin, Pleld surveys for this mey included
sonie of the Driftless Arca in 1909, dligeconiimaasd by resson of 4llness, and

stucies of the sandstones of the Iske Superior cosst of ¥isconsim in 1910 apg 2/
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1912, The second pi-oject invelved two !mtians': iret the nce of a
-gasoline-gmmd lzxnch to vislt wnler-side exposures and later of 2 exxr

to cubt dewn the tine lost in moving from ore eubcrop %o another, It tock

a lons time to convinte others thzt thi wes an economy end did mot nvolve
8lipshod fleld work, Tms 4% mzy bs seen that aarly axperience en the woter
and in "roughing 4t¢" were turned to good secomnt. TPro theses at the University
of isconsin were both on field problems in previously little-tmown torritery,
These stuiles wers wndiar the dlrsetlcon of N, ¥, Fennornon who was a.lscr a

stuiont of land forms. In 1915 a trip to Alngks to do surveyins for Lawrepoe O °
Mordin in bis studles eof glaclers served to follew urn provicus experience with
the Pleistocanse glacial deposits of Wisconszin, In 1514 Thwnites furnished

thas motor transportation for a reconnsissanne of the Poleozoic of Wisconsin

by 2. 0. Ulrich. fThis wor: ves contimnod lster in ths sesscn in collsboram
ti0z with Zsmuel ¥Weldman, Thunltes had 2 mind of his gun snd many of hisg eon-
e2luczions d4d not sgree with those previously accepted. Prom this fael 4t iz
aas:f_tb eperecinte that conslderable friction resulied especizlly with those
whe hed previously hed it all their own vay.

Lackdng 2 recommendntiorn for & fsaching pesitioﬁ Tﬁw&ifes was gppointed
Curator of the Geolosicsl Museum &n 1912 snd contimued in that position untdl
1528, This Job 442 not prove yory succeszfil, Pe concluded that no decisien
wag @ver resched ss to whather the museum wes to bz a showplaee for visitors,
an adforet to tonching, or a stox;sg':a repository for ccllecﬁims m&e. by the
faculty. Benes in the fall of 1916 the intervention of lawremce Mertin 4n 33
eszigning part of his time to teaching was woleome?d 235 2 relief. }.t First
Thuritos? tacching wns in what woull now be tormoed Goozraphy. In the first
Vorld War mwh effort wus devoted to teaching plenetable mapring both to

prospective of "icers and - to stulent trainees, Yhen the war w.s ovar,
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Thwaltsgs tool over mmch of Martin'a worlk, zlzeial geolesy, &s well ag con-
tinnins the work ix meppdns mow applied to geolosieal work, In 1518 and
1917 ficld work on 2 folio was bosun in the riftless Aren of wealarn YWiae
cenain in collaborztion with Mertin and ¥. H, Twonhefsl,

In 1925 the musewn work wos dliscontimued ani given $c¢ others, but in
the following yeor the resignotion of 4. K. lobeek sddsd anothar -i"ield; o
Thxites! Sesching, mamaly the lend forms of the United Stabes.

Work wes bhesum on the FPleistocens of northern Wiscensin in 192¢ aznd was

- contimu=d with read matericl funds during the £ield sensons of 1927 and 1928,

A very large arce wes reconnsltered in falr detall although the use of alr
photcg:mphs had net yet becomo poszidbla. York from the gromd was dome with
a model Ty & chevrolet é_, and on fool &n yondless sress, This work was
diseontinued whem the State Goologist was removed from $he ¥isconsin Highway
Com=inzion in 1829, The ﬁeld. s=asons of 1929 snd 1930 were sﬁ._:en‘t on the read
material survey 0f Iilinoisz, in vert on Fleistoocome gravel and in part on the
linestones of the Ponngylvanian, In 1932 the Sparta-Tonzh memscript wes
refused by the U. 8, foologieal 3urvey by the ovposition of Ulrich and
Czmpbell,

Pron 1912 on Bumites fook up ths study of euttings fron waler wells
irn Wisconsin snd adjacent ginteg, AL firat thia researsh wes directed only
toward zoolocie stmmciure and stratigraphy tut graduslly it ves eroomded $o
inciuie the practlesl problems of ground wnber supplies. These siudies
brougtt him inte contzct itk many well drilliers and enginecrs »ho came do
approcizte ané rospoct his results, Thezites hzid alwmys been Lniarested in
erzinesring as shown By tho mrount of woric 4in th-t line vhich he took while

a2 stuient =t the University, The financial suprort of this subomwrcee work

wag mesger and fleld work with 1t had to be seversly curitailed., kuchk of this

wars was talen over by the Fiate Borrd of Hoslth which finrily odicined

enthority to reguiets well drilling inclio2ing the eoileatlon of ganmzles of

-
- G




e

end amvhosized field trips. Fhrslozraphy of the Wnlted Sintes sullered

enttinegg,

In 1932 hig objective was the water surpiies of Allegeny State

Porls, How Yorm at the fowner Allacany School of Betursl Hietory.

In 19534 work was rosumad on the Pleistocene of porthesstern ¥isconsin

with ths 2id of 2 gront from the GoBlogical Sociely of Amveriew, 1350

was oecunied by mangémmts for and eonducting the Finth Anmusl Field Com-
ference of the Xenans Gaslogicnl Society kn visconsin, In 1836 the field
work Tor northeastern Wisconsin was comploted, FHve semesters fyon 18943

to 1845 were spent in tecchins phyzies mainly for a Naval roject.

Ir 1948 1514 word: wes commenced on the Flelsiocens of the Dbcr
Poninzule 4in ¥isconsin in collnborniion with Ir, Dertrand of the fatholie
University of America. %This enterurise, whieh wug net compieted wntil
3952, was privstely finanesd =ni henee recoived the nome *0peration Shoee
string,® By this time sir photo»;:rarhé had eone into $healr ovn and ware
used for both doresrar-ly mmd formation boundoriea. Thie guporlence was
valorile for the teaching of maprving,

Whrtever may have Daen the opinions of enrlier maxbers ¢f the University
Faouliy, Thvaltes? teachins wag eninently suceessful. The clogzes 4n
Mopning toteled meny humdred znd grew frop the two al ths stort in 1920
to a peoddrun of over 90, Almest 211 reccived s wecks practieczl ex-
pericnce in tha fisl2 in rourh commiry zround Tovilg Iolee, Wisceonsin,
Livine wig in conp 2t the ieke, Glacinal feolosy ‘hadi s naxi=mm of over 40
from the compeiition of Geopreidyr and wez abandonel baeiors reiiresent
in 1754, Geonor;helogy rosulicd in an altompd to wrlte o ta tbeck with
& now aprroach based on the rrineiples of chysico., Thds was not conpleied
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and finzl sbaniemment was d.éci&e:l vyon whon it became apparent thet it
would not Be accopted by desvetees of the old school of geomorphology.
A merkad feature of isaching wa that many ctudents were of the sseond
gonarction, chilirzsn of earlier stulents,

Athousk guprossd by Univerciiy Regulntion to rotire 4n the gpring of
1984 Thwalbeg was kert on one yonr $saching Geamorchnlogy anl Oleci=l
Geology, thor twe additionsl years on research oo subsprface geolosy, thms

fin=1lr wetiring on the first of July, 18E7.
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