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Green Bay Area
Private Claims
and
Williams Grant
Subdivision
in Brown County,
Wisconsin

D.L. Patterson, D.C. Endrizzi,
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In 1785, Congress adopted the Public Land Survey
System, which divided land into townships and
sections. Much of Wisconsin was surveyed, and
township and section boundaries were established.
However, some areas of Wisconsin had been surveyed
under other systems prior to the congressional survey
and were not resurveyed. It is legally incorrect to
extend the township, range, and section lines into
these areas.

On this map, we show the part of Brown County
along the Fox River that was surveyed under two early
systems: the Williams Grant Subdivision in the Town of
Lawrence and the Private Claim system, which follows
the old French method of dividing land into long lots
perpendicular to a river, around the city of Green Bay.
Examples of correct legal descriptions are: Williams
Grant Subdivision Lot 128; Private Claim 18, west of
the Fox River

We have constructed this map because the Williams
Grant Subdivision and Private Claim lot boundaries as
shown on U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute topographic
maps are difficult to read. This map is an attempt to
show these boundaries more clearly, to display all the
private claims on one map, and to show the surrounding
townships and sections. This map is intended as a visual
aid for property location and not as a replacement for
official surveys and plat maps.

Sources

Earth Science Information Center, 1:24,000-scale
Digital Line Graph data, hydrography/transportation/
township/range grid [computer files]: U.S. Geological
Survey, Reston, VA.

Foote, C.M. and Brown, W.S., 1889, Plat Book of Brown
County, Wisconsin/drawn from actual surveys and the
county records: C.M. Foote & Co., Minneapolis, MN.

Snyder, Van Vechten & Co., 1878, Historical Atlas

of Wisconsin: Embracing complete state and county
maps, city & village plats, together with separate
state and county histories: also special articles on
the geology, education, agriculture, and other
important interests of the state: Snyder, Van Vechten
& Co., Milwaukee, WL

Torkelson, EA., 1918, Map of the City of Green Bay,
Wisconsin: [E A. Torkelson], scale 1:11,000.

US. Geological Survey, 7.5-minute series, topographic,
quadrangle map series: U.S. Geological Survey,
scale 1:24,000.

Note: The”E” and "W” listed after the private claims have been added
for ease of use and are not part of the legal description. An example
of a legal description is: Private Claim 18, west of the Fox River.

Scale 1:36,000

MILES

KILOMETERS

Published by and available from
Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey
3817 Mineral Point Road, Madison, Wisconsin 53705-5100

November 1997

Miscellaneous Map 44

(duoD IOTO)D) HWNZNMOMNY /S IOTI /NMOMY /S IOTrONd /



